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HALIFAX — Halifax parishes are working to fight homelessness by offering church
property as the sites for emergency shelters to house those in need. Tiny emergency
shelters were built last year on the grounds of St. Ignatius Parish in Bedford, N.S.
(Photo courtesy St. Ignatius Parish)

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis is
interviewed at the Vatican for Stories
of a Generation, a Netflix series based
on the pope's book, "Sharing the
Wisdom of Time." The documentary
features the pope and other people
over 70 sharing their life stories and
experiences with filmmakers under 30.
The documentary is scheduled to be
available on Netflix Dec. 25, 2021. (CNS
photo/Simone Risoluti, Vatican Media)

People should not ask astronomer,
Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno why
a scientist would believe in God. He says
they should ask “Why do I believe in
science?" Story page 8.  (CNS photo
courtesy of NASA)

Vaccination as a rule is not a moral obligation says the Congregation for the
Doctrine of the Faith, although one is obligated to protect one’s own health and
to pursue the common good. Vancouver lawyer and philosopher,  David Klassen
offers an essay on the examination of what, he sees as the suppression of voices
taking place during the pandemic. Paul Bramadat, director of the centre for
studies of religion and society at the University of Victoria in Victoria weighs
in Religion and vaccine hesitancy in a COVID world. Stories page 6 and 7.
(CNS photo/Bryan Woolston, Reuters)
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New FreemanThe
Halifax takes unique run at housing crisis
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

HALIFAX — Halifax parishes are working
to fight homelessness by offering church
property as the sites for emergency shelters
to house those in need.

With a growing affordable housing crisis
and capacity restrictions at shelters due to
COVID-19, an unprecedented need for shel-
ters is expected this winter. The Archdiocese
of Halifax-Yarmouth Emergency Shelter
Project aims to provide a short-term alterna-
tive for individuals who struggle with secur-
ing and maintaining housing.

Archbishop Brian Dunn has encouraged all
parishes to commit to the pastoral priority of
homelessness.

“While it is a small step, it has the potential
of raising the awareness of parishioners to
the plight and reality of those who are home-
less,” said Archbishop Dunn in a statement.
“The project has elements that make it work-
able, easy to explain and have a focused
timeline and commitment on the part of the
parish. It contributes to that which is neces-
sary for living a genuinely human life, namely,
food, clothing and housing. Ultimately it re-
sponds to the call of the Lord to look after
those who are in need and in doing so creates
the possibility of meeting the Lord himself
(Matthew 25).”

Fuelled by volunteers, the project is col-
lecting donations to meet material costs. Shel-
ters are to be built and transported by the
Halifax Mutual Aid Society (HMAS), a group
fighting homelessness by building small cri-
sis shelters. Each shelter costs approximately
$1,300.

A recent information session via Zoom drew
60 people interested in the project. Project
leaders expect to have a better sense of the
number of parishes that will participate in the
coming weeks.

St. Ignatius Parish in Bedford, N.S., hosted
a shelter pilot project last year.

“I saw an opportunity to make a real dif-
ference for those that are homeless,” said
parish council secretary Ray Burke. “Assist-
ing those in need is rooted in Catholic teach-
ings. It speaks to the dignity of every person,
basic human rights, our civic and spiritual re-
sponsibilities toward one another. I believe we
must act on behalf of the poor as many have
no voice.”

A diocesan team has been put in place to
assist with co-ordination, communication and
steps for installation of shelters. Liability is-

sues are covered by the archdiocese’s insur-
ance policy and a code of conduct will detail
the conditions that must be met to ensure
continued coverage. It’s proposed that shel-
ters be placed on parishes’ private property,
which means permission to meet existing
bylaws and zoning regulations is not required.

Project leaders are recommending parishes
commit to providing shelter from December
to the end of May but is subject to parish
discretion. The objective is to allow occupants
to live onsite full time, rather than a series of
short-term residents.

John Stevens, manager of pastoral life and
new evangelization at the archdiocese, sees
an opportunity for Catholics to put their faith
in action

“This project is an important and tangible
expression of faith and civic pride,” said Mr.
Stevens. “In the Gospels Jesus asks each of
us to care for the poor, and I was pleased to
find a tangible way to do that with this project.
As a lifelong resident of Halifax I was moved,
like many, by the increasing severity of home-
lessness and affordable housing in the city.”

For each site, a parish liaison contact will
be put in place to address issues that arise.
However, in this project model, sites are to
be self-monitored by occupants and is based
on the idea that individuals be given the au-
tonomy to communicate and build relation-
ships with each other as a community to help
meet immediate needs.

While concerns about safety, property and
community complaints is a topic that has come
up, Mr. Burke says the pilot project is an ex-
ample that safe and effective execution is
possible.

“While there will always be uncertainty and
risk involved in any project, the potential positive
outcome far outweighed this possibility,” said
Mr. Burke. “An important factor was cultivating
relationships to foster communication through
mutual understanding and respect. In the end,
there were no issues at the parish.” §

Archbishop Brian Dunn
(Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth photo)
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Latest synod builds on Vatican II graces: Cardinal Czerny
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

FRIBOURG, Swizterland — In a major
speech at the University of Fribourg, Cana-
dian Cardinal Michael Czerny has made the
case for the just begun Synod on Synodality
as a deeply necessary and Catholic project
that builds upon the graces and truth of the
Second Vatican Council.

“Here is an opportunity to move together

in a civil and Christian manner,” Cardinal
Czerny told theologians and Church leader-
ship gathered at the Swiss university Octo-
ber 14. “It’s a chance for our Church here in
the middle of the continent to become an ever
more missionary and evangelizing force in the
reconstruction of our common home in Eu-
rope.”

Delivered in French, but with an English
text provided to The Catholic Register, Car-
dinal Czerny mounted a defence of the entire
program of openness, dialogue and discern-
ment that Pope Francis has advocated since
his election in 2013.

“Nine hundred years after the poverello of
Assisi, we have a new ‘Franciscan’ program,
suited to the particular issues of our times
and in response to the timeless call of the
Spirit,” Cardinal Czerny said.

“He’s really making the case of Pope
Francis,” Vatican observer and Villanova Uni-
versity professor of historical theology
Massimo Faggioli told The Catholic Register.
“Czerny is one of the point men of Francis
on this…. He is the alter-Francis, the substi-
tute or surrogate for Francis in a good way.

There are not many others that you can see
there who are really that close to him. Most
of the cardinals are not as invested as Czerny
is, so that is why his role is important.”

Cardinal Czerny’s speech was the first major
intervention by a cardinal on behalf of the
synod since Pope Francis officially opened
the two-year process on October 10.

“I hope next time he will come to the United
States or Canada, because that needs to be
done. That needs to be amplified,” Mr. Faggioli
said.

“There’s a huge work of convincing that is
necessary. The biggest obstacle is that if most
Catholics worldwide don’t start hearing about
this from their bishops, they will give up.”

The author this year of Joe Biden and Ca-
tholicism in the United States (distributed by
Novalis in Canada) and of The Liminal Pa-
pacy of Pope Francis: Moving Toward Glo-
bal Catholicity (Orbis Books), Mr. Faggioli
sees a distinct lack of enthusiasm for the synod
from overly cautious bishops across North
America.

“The bishops who are clearly on board, it
seems to me that they are a minority,” he said.

The current synod should build on the ex-
perience of the 2019 Synod on the Amazon,
Cardinal Czerny said.

“This mingling of priests, religious, lay and

Indigenous participants with bishops from
throughout the Amazon reminds us — doesn’t
it — that ‘ecclesial’ definitively means the
entire People of God!” Cardinal Czerny de-
clared.

The times require that the Church be able
to speak with and for people beyond the tight
borders of its comfortable insiders, Cardinal
Czerny argued. Catholicism today has “a com-
prehensive set of problems to face, plans to
make, actions to undertake and — even in
the face of the most daunting challenges —
hope to share,” he said.

In Cardinal Czerny’s view, the Synod on
Synodality won’t be a synod of half-meas-
ures confined to narrow purposes. At the same
time, Cardinal Czerny was careful to reas-
sure that it wouldn’t be a free-for-all open
season on established Catholic doctrine.

“We anticipate with joy the Synod on
Synodality,” he said. “Turning the word
‘Church’ into verbs: encountering, repairing,
functioning, serving, praying.”

“This could be the beginning of a market-
ing tour, not just for Czerny,” Mr. Faggioli
said. “This needs to happen. It needs to hap-
pen because in North America we are barely
hearing about this. If no one comes here and
ruffles some feathers, I’m not sure anything
will happen here.” §Cardinal Michael Czerny. (CNS photo/Paul

Haring)

New French translation could be ready
for Advent 2021
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

MONCTON — On Tuesday, October 19,
priests of the Diocese of Saint John were in-
vited to attend an information session facili-
tated by Bishop Daniel Jodoin of the Diocese
of Bathurst to present the new French trans-
lation of the Roman Missal. The priests gath-
ered at Our Lady of the Assumption Cathe-
dral in Moncton.

Father Peter Melanson, pastor, Paroisse
Ste.-Anne-des-Pays-Bas was in attendance.

“The presentation was informative and
made clear the reasons behind the translation
choices that were made,” Fr. Melanson said.
“There are fewer changes in translation for
the French revision than there were for the
2011 English version.”  Fr. Melanson noted
that while the biggest changes are for the
priests’ texts, some of the people’s responses
changed as well.

“The General Instruction, like the current
English version, eliminates any possibility of

deviation from the approved text. This is par-
ticularly important for the Gloria, Sanctus, and
Angus Dei, which often have versions sung
that are more an interpretation of those texts,”
Fr. Melanson said.

He also  noted many instructions for the
faithful including: no sign of peace song;

(continued on page 10)

Father Peter Melanson (TNF file photo)
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Vatican II: the legacy — becoming
the church we are called to be

Mark’s Gospel tells a wonderful story of the healing and conver-
sion of Bartimaeus, a blind beggar (Mk.10:46-52). As much as it is
one of the many Gospel stories of Jesus healing, this one is very
much an account of a conversion. In this, it helps us to recognize our
own conversion process. In so many ways, Bartimaeus is all of us,
personally and as a church community of faith. Mark’s story relates
how Bartimaeus was gradually becoming a disciple of Jesus. Vatican
II revealed this vision of a church that is always becoming in a world
that is ever-changing.

To capture the impact and the spirit unleashed by Vatican II is a bit
like trying to swallow a horse.  It is certainly too much for the 600 or
so words of a reflection such as this.  Perhaps, however, we can
sense the Council’s vision and legacy in the opening words of its final
declaration Gaudium et spes – The Pastoral Constitution of the Church
in the Modern World:

The joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the [people] of our
time, especially of those who are poor or afflicted in any way, are the
joy and hope, the grief and anguish of the followers of Christ as well.
Nothing that is genuinely human fails to echo in their hearts.

For theirs is a community composed of men [and women] who
united in Christ and guided by the holy Spirit, press onwards towards
the kingdom of the Father and are bearers of a message of salvation
intended for all.... (Gaudium et Spes, 7 December 1965)

Vatican II presents us with a vision of church that is open to the
world. No part of God’s creation and certainly no member of the
human family is outside the concern, the care and the saving vision of
the Vatican II church. We are called to show our love and compas-
sion to all corners of the earth. We are all God’s children. No nation,
no race, no religion, no culture is beyond God’s loving care.

Vatican II presents us with a vision of church as a community of
faith. We are more than an institution. We are the People of God,
drawn together by our shared faith. We are energized by the gift of

God’s Spirit. We are called together
to share this Spirit through service to
the whole world.

Vatican II presents us with a vision of church that lives in a com-
munal, collegial relationship. We are co-responsible for responding to
our call from God and serving all creation. This vision of church is
less hierarchical and more respectful of the common baptism which
we all share. We discover that together as God’s People we serve as
priests and prophets, bringing God’s Reign to fruition in our world.

Vatican II presents us with a vision of church that accepts God as
the God of all for all, a creating, life-giving God who became incarnate in
Jesus the Christ. In Jesus, God has reached out to share our humanity. In
so doing God expresses the great love in which we are all held.  As well,
God has called us to share the same love for one another.

What Vatican II initiated was a process of conversion, not just for
us as church, but for each of us personally and for all humanity. The
vision it offered 59 years ago and continues to offer today is one of
gradual conversion, a conversion filled with hope. Rather than being
an institution or a series of structures, tenets and rituals, Vatican II
calls the whole church to become aware that we are a Spirit-filled
community marked by love and expressive of relationships based on
faith in the person of Jesus the Christ. This, in faith, hope and love,
we continue to become.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Theology behind climate change matters
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

When the Elliott Allen Institute gathers theologians from across
North America for wide ranging discussions of the theological re-
sponse to climate change on November 12, it won’t be just nibbling

at the fashionable edges of theology, says Hilda Koster, the Toronto
institute’s new director.

“This is not just an issue,” she said. “It’s an issue in which the faith
itself is at stake. If we as Christians, if we become de-creators, if we
are uncreating — this is what we are doing — then we are going
against God who is the creator of this world. That is sin.”

The online conference on Theology and Climate Change has been
timed to coincide with the last day of the United Nations summit on
climate change, or COP26, in Glasgow. Rather than counting angels
dancing on the head of a pin, this conference is engaged with the hard
realities of a global crisis, Ms. Koster said.

“What kind of theology do we need now that we’re faced with an
accelerating climate crisis, which we clearly have,” she said.

A keynote speech delivered the night before by Franciscan Sister
Ilia Delio of Villanova University in Pennsylvania will set the scene for
panel discussions of climate justice, gender justice, climate science
and climate anxiety and the Church’s response. Ms. Koster expects a
lot of the discussion will turn on the concerns of Indigenous peoples.

“Indigenous communities are on the frontline on a lot of these
(continued on page 5)Hilda Koster (Photo Hilda Koster)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Beware of your inner circles
No man is an island. John Donne wrote those words four centuries

ago and they are as true now as they were then, except we don’t
believe them anymore.

Today more and more of us are beginning to define our nuclear
families and our carefully chosen circle of friends precisely as a self-
sufficient island and are becoming increasing selective as to who is
allowed on our island, into our circle of friends, and into the circle of
those we deem worthy of respect. We define and protect our idiosyn-
cratic islands by a particular ideology, view of politics, view of moral-
ity, view of gender, and view of religion. Anyone who doesn’t share
our view is unwelcome and not worthy of our time and respect.

Moreover, contemporary media plays into this. Beyond the hun-
dreds of mainstream television channels we have to choose from,
each with its own agenda, we have social media wherein each of us
can find the exact ideology, politics, and moral and religious perspec-
tive that fosters, protects, and isolates our island and makes our little
nuclear clique, one of self-sufficiency, exclusivity, and intolerance.
Today we all have the tools to plumb the media until we find exactly
the “truth” we like. We have come a long way from the old days of a
Walter Cronkite delivering a truth we all could trust.

The effects of this are everywhere, not least in the increasingly
bitter polarization we are experiencing vis-a-vis virtually every politi-
cal, moral, economic, and religious issue in our world. We find our-
selves today on separate islands, not open to listen, respect, or dia-
logue with anyone not of our own kind. Anyone who disagrees with
me is not worthy of my time, my ear, and my respect; this seems to
be the popular attitude today.

We see some of this in certain strident forms of Cancel Culture and
we see much of it in the increasing hard, inward-turned face of na-
tionalism in so many countries today. What’s foreign is unwelcome,
pure and simple. We will not deal with anything that challenges our
ethos.

What’s wrong with that? Almost everything. Irrespective of whether
we are looking at this from a biblical and Christian perspective or

whether we are looking at it from the point
of view of human health and maturity, this
is just wrong.

Biblically, it’s clear. God breaks into our
lives in important ways, mainly through “the stranger”, through what’s
foreign, through what’s other, and through what sabotages our think-
ing and blows apart our calculated expectations. Revelation normally
comes to us in the surprise, namely, in a form that turns our thinking
upside down. Take for example the incarnation itself. For centuries
people looked forward to the coming of a messiah, a god in human
flesh, who would overpower and humiliate all their enemies and offer
them, those faithfully praying for this, honour and glory. They prayed
for and anticipated a superman, and what did they get? A helpless
baby lying in the straw. Revelation works like that. This is why St.
Paul tells us to always welcome a stranger because it could in fact be
an angel in disguise.

All of us, I am sure, at some point in our lives have personally had
that experience of meeting an angel in disguise inside a stranger whom
we perhaps welcomed only with some reluctance and fear. I know in
my own life, there have been times when I didn’t want to welcome a
certain person or situation into my life. I live in a religious community
where you do not get to choose who you will live with. You are
assigned your “immediate family” and (but for a few exceptions when
there is clinical dysfunction) like-mindedness is not a criterion as to
who is assigned to live with each other in our religious houses. Not
infrequently, I have had to live in community with someone who I
would not, by choice, have taken for a friend, a colleague, a neigh-
bour, or a member of my family. To my surprise, it has often been the
person whom I would have least chosen to live with who has been a
vehicle of grace and transformation in my life.

Moreover, this has been true for my life in general. I have often
found myself graced by the most unlikely, unexpected, initially un-
welcome sources. Admittedly, this has not always been without pain.
What’s foreign, what’s other, can be upsetting and painful for a long
time before grace and revelation are recognized, but it’s what carries
grace.

That is our challenge always, though particularly today when so
many of us are retreating to our own islands, imagining this as matu-
rity, and then rationalizing it by a false faith, a false nationalism, and a
false idea of what constitutes maturity. This is both wrong and dan-
gerous. Engaging with what is other enlarges us. God is in the stranger,
and so we are cutting ourselves off from a major avenue of grace
whenever we will not let the foreign into our lives.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

(continued from page 4)
issues when it comes to climate change and resource extraction,” she
said. “It’s also clear that Indigenous spirituality is an important part of
the kind of re-envisioning that we need to do.”

Squamish elder Deacon Rennie Nahanee from Vancouver will be a
featured speaker.

What religion has to say about climate change matters in very real,
practical ways, Ms. Koster said.

“For the continuation of life on this planet, it’s clear that we need
policy change. It’s clear that we need economic change. But we also
need a change in the way that we think about our relationship to the
Earth,” she said. “Climate change poses some really fundamental ques-
tions of who we are in the scheme of things.”

The fact that Pope Francis, along with Anglican Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin Welby and Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew jointly
issued a teaching document, their Joint Message for the Protection of
Creation on September 7, highlights the centrality of climate change
to contemporary lives of faith, said Ms. Koster.

“We are also focusing on some ethical questions that are in particu-
lar being highlighted by Pope Francis. Concern for the poor and the
marginalized is one of those questions.”§

Theology and climate change
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By DAVID KLASSEN
Reprinted with permission from The B.C. Catholic

Recent articles in The B.C. Catholic have quoted the Vatican’s “Note
on the morality of using some anti-COVID-19 vaccines,” issued in
December 2020 by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith
[CDF]. The statement affirms our conscience rights in relation to
vaccination, as well as certain moral duties to be considered in the
formation of conscience.

Paul Schratz’s August 30 column, in The B.C. Catholic, Conscience
vs. vaccination passports considers the threat to conscience rights
posed by the B.C. government requiring: (1) mandatory vaccination
of some health-care workers and (2) vaccine passports for anyone to
attend restaurants, movie theatres, fitness centres, and certain non-
essential events.

Also in The B.C. Catholic, Alan Yoshioka’s September 6 article
Conscience rights don’t stand alone, emphasizes our moral duty to
pursue the common good, particularly in light of public health con-
cerns. “Conscience rights concerning vaccine hesitancy must not be
considered in isolation from our broader moral obligations,” says Mr.
Yoshioka.

Let’s take a deeper look at the moral duties and obligations affirmed
by the CDF statement and how they relate to conscience rights. I
propose that a serious consideration of those moral duties, together
with examination of the findings of science, may, at least for some
persons, give rise to a moral obligation to refuse vaccination, and
hence to a right of conscience to refuse vaccination. Other persons
may, in good conscience, come to the opposite conclusion.

Paragraph 3 of the CDF note affirms a moral duty to avoid the
remote and passive material co-operation in evil associated with using
COVID-19 vaccines that were developed using cell lines derived from
aborted fetuses. This duty is not obligatory “if there is a grave danger,
such as the otherwise uncontainable spread of a serious pathological
agent.”

Paragraph 5 states that vaccination as a rule is not a moral obliga-
tion and must be voluntary, but then affirms two more duties: to
protect one’s own health and to pursue the common good.

“In the absence of other means to stop or even prevent the epi-
demic, the common good may recommend vaccination, especially to
protect the weakest and most exposed,” says the CDF.

There are thus certain prerequisites for the suspension of the first
moral duty of avoiding use of morally tainted vaccines: there must be
grave danger as well as clinically safe and effective vaccines. There is
also a prerequisite for “the common good to recommend vaccina-
tion,” which is “the absence of other means to stop or even prevent
the epidemic.”

Let’s concede that the pandemic constitutes a grave danger to life
and health for many people, even if most people will not become
seriously ill or die. The other conditions must still be met for the
common good to recommend vaccination in the interest of public
health.

Not all experts agree that those conditions have been met. For ex-
ample, in June 2021, a panel of seven Canadian physicians and scien-
tists, including professors in the medical faculties of the University of
Toronto and the University of British Columbia, joined by Dr. Harvey
Risch, professor of epidemiology at Yale University School of Public

Health, met in a webinar to discuss a path forward for Canadians.
They claimed to represent hundreds of other Canadian doctors and
scientists. Their consensus, summed up by Dr. Bonnie Mallard, pro-
fessor of immunogenetics at the University of Guelph, was that the
vaccine rollout in Canada should be paused because of safety con-
cerns, especially in the case of children. They further expressed the
opinion that there are alternative treatments that can be successfully
used to prevent and treat COVID-19 pending further study of the
vaccines.

For those who, after carefully looking at the science, conclude that
there is available to them a safer and comparably effective way to
avoid serious cases of COVID-19 and to avoid transmitting the dis-
ease to others, the common good no longer recommends vaccina-
tion. In that case, the consciences of such persons may oblige them
to avoid vaccination to fulfill the moral duty of preserving one’s own
health from the risks of vaccination, in addition to the moral duty to
avoid passive material co-operation in the evil of abortion. They will,
of course, still be subject to the duty stated in Paragraph 3 of CDF
note, to “do their utmost to avoid, by other prophylactic means and
appropriate behavior, becoming vehicles for the transmission of the
infectious agent.”

Other persons may, in looking at the science, reach the conclusion
there is no effective way to prevent serious cases of COVID-19 ex-
cept by vaccination. They may find the risks of vaccination to be
minimal, or at least much smaller than the risks of not getting vacci-
nated. In that case, their consciences may oblige them to be vacci-
nated in order to preserve their own health and to help prevent trans-
mission to others. It would also seem reasonable to suggest that since
the vaccines have not been shown to entirely prevent transmission of
the disease, even the vaccinated ought to “do their utmost to avoid,
by other prophylactic means and appropriate behavior, becoming ve-
hicles for the transmission of the infectious agent.”

Each group should be able to respect the conscience of the other in
their personal and prudential judgments as to the type of medical
treatment they take.

Finally, let’s again consider the common good, which certainly in-
cludes the great good of public health in human communities; but
there is more to it than that. It includes respect for the right to life of
the weakest and most vulnerable, including unborn children. It also
means that we live in a society that respects human rights such as
freedom of conscience, subject only to reasonable and demonstrably
justified limitations, as stated in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
In addition to those temporal goods, The Compendium of the Social
Doctrine of the Church, 170, teaches that “God is the ultimate end of
his creatures and for no reason may the common good be deprived of
its transcendent dimension.”

Church teachings, such as those contained in CDF note, the Cat-
echism, and the Compendium, are invaluable guides to the formation
of conscience. In particular circumstances, however, it is up to indi-
vidual persons to seek the truth, including the truth about the com-
mon good, having regard to all the facts, and to make their own
prudential judgments of conscience guided by Church teachings.

St. John Paul II in his encyclical Veritatis Splendor, 34, says, “Al-
though each individual has a right to be respected in his own journey
in search of the truth, there exists a prior moral obligation, and a

(continued on page 11)

Commentary: Common ground on common good
— how people in good faith can reach opposite conclusions on vaccines
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Religion and vaccine hesitancy in a COVID world
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

While the vast majority of the public has been compliant with
safety measures in dealing with the pandemic, resistance to vacci-
nation mandates, mask rules and other requirements has been high
among ultra-conservative Catholic and evangelical groups.

Vaccine hesitancy has been tied in large degree to religious ideas,
but the reasons why are not always clear. St. Jerome’s University
was to tackle this subject October 22 when Paul Bramadat deliv-
ered his lecture on Religion and Vaccine Hesitancy in the Age of

Anxiety, part of the Waterloo, Ontario, university’s Lectures in
Catholic Experience.

Mr. Bramadat is director of the centre for studies of religion and
society at the University of Victoria in Victoria, B.C.

Not everyone against COVID-19 measures is necessarily reli-
gious. It’s similar to what is seen among homeschool advocates
where one group is ultra-progressive, doesn’t trust the state,
doesn’t trust capitalism and want to raise their children away from
the mainstream school system. On the other hand, you have very
conservative religious groups who think public education is so-
cializing their children into pop culture and liberal sexual norms.
The same patterns exist in vaccine hesitancy, said Mr. Bramadat.

“You’re finding a lot of vaccine resistance, not just for the
COVID vaccine, but vaccine resistance overall, let’s say in Cali-
fornia among very progressive crunchy granola types and on the
other end, very conservative Christians,” said David Seljak, pro-
fessor of religious studies at St. Jerome’s on the University of
Waterloo campus who is co-ordinating the lecture series. “They
live in a social imaginary world where the mainstream society is
considered toxic and, in some way, evil and anyone who partici-
pates in that world is untrustworthy. ... the policy that comes out
of mainstream institutions needs to be resisted.”

In the United States white evangelical Christian Republicans are
the least likely to accept mainstream science and cite religious
reasons for resisting vaccination and other COVID-19 restrictions.

Similar patterns exist in Canada where Evangelical churches have
been at the centre of pandemic restriction resistance. Church of
God in Aylmer, Ontario, Trinity Bible Chapel in Waterloo and
Fairview Baptist Church in Calgary all faced charges for defying
COVID-19 restrictions to hold in-person services against health
regulations.

Pope Francis’ support of the vaccine, Mr. Bramadat argues,
might help some Catholics who were ambivalent about vaccines
change perspectives. For others, the pope’s approval only strength-
ens alternative narratives about vaccines. Although many are wor-
ried about the erroneous anti-science perspectives that circulate
in these sub-cultures, what is interesting to Mr. Bramadat is the
extent to which these events reveal often-submerged narratives
about religious institutions.

“There are Catholic and non-Catholic ‘conspiritualists’ who are
inclined to weave every aspect of our society into a single narra-
tive according to which if it appears that all of the big institutions
in our society support the same thing, it must, therefore, be proof
of a conspiracy,” said Mr. Bramadat. “These people will consider
Francis’ support as yet another confirmation of the powerful con-
ventional forces — church, state, science, business, medicine —
that are aligned against the actual truth. This sense of being be-
sieged by well-funded, well-integrated and increasingly robust
social forces around the world may simply strengthen their com-
mitment to their alternative narrative.”

While there’s nothing in Catholic doctrine or the Bible that would
support resistance to vaccination, per se, Mr. Seljak says, their
morality is rooted in the idea that the world is spinning out of
control and the government is taking up too much space.

General resistance to government interference and the feeling
that decisions should be made at the lowest level possible is largely
at the heart of the resistance. However, Mr. Seljak says, the pan-
demic has taught that the neo-liberal dream of a tiny state with a
large unregulated free market doesn’t work in emergencies, times
of war or pandemic.

Despite distrust for vaccines, many Catholic and evangelical
conservatives have shown enthusiasm for unsubstantiated treat-
ment options such as ivermectin, a medication used mostly to
treat parasite infestations in livestock. Data has shown it to be
ineffective against COVID-19 and even dangerous. However, Mr.
Seljak argues, should future data support its use in combating the
virus and the government and mainstream media got behind it, the
same mainstream averse populations advocating for its use would
immediately be against it. This irrationality and inclination toward
pseudo-science, Mr. Seljak says, shows the “extreme skepticism
and unbelievable gullibility” of people that share these viewpoints.

“They want there to be an alternative to science,” said Mr. Seljak.
“They are very gullible when this alternate science is dressed up
and thanks to YouTube and other media, you can dress somebody
up as a doctor and they can speak eloquently, pushing pseudo-
science in a way that seems extremely professional and convinc-
ing. So, it becomes a real problem.”

Many believe themselves to be living out a certain morality and
Mr. Bramadat’s lecture aims to bring understanding of this per-
spective.

“They consider the rest of us as following the herd,” said Mr.
Seljak. “They are very proud of the fact that they are against the
majority.”§

Paul Bramadat
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It takes a lot of faith to do science, Jesuit astronomer says
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — According to a self-
described "fanatic" about science and "a bit
of a nerd" for the Catholic Church, people
should not ask this Jesuit astronomer why a
scientist would believe in God.

The more interesting question is, "Why do
I believe in science?" which is actually a "brave
thing to do nowadays when people try to
throw up doubt about science," said Jesuit
Brother Guy Consolmagno.

"But I believe in it, and I believe in it so
much that I am dedicating my life to being a
scientist," he said in his introductory remarks
October 21 during an online "MasterClass for
Global Leaders" focusing on the work of
NASA and the Vatican Observatory. The class
was organized by the CTN Foundation and
the Pontifical Council for Culture.

The three-hour event featured several
speakers and expert panelists from the world
of science, technology, philosophy, art and
economics to discuss themes related to the
event's title, The Future of Man, Economy
and the Universe.

Brother Consolmagno, who specializes in
planetary science, said he had once lost his
faith in science. Before becoming a Jesuit, he
had worked as a postdoctoral fellow at MIT
and suddenly felt science was no longer worth

doing.
"Why am I wasting my time worrying

about these ice-covered moons" when there
are people starving in the world, he said. "So,
I quit science and went into the Peace Corps"
in 1983 where he served in Kenya teaching
astronomy and physics at the University of
Nairobi and bringing a little telescope with him
to small villages.

When everyone showed the same excite-
ment and interest gazing at the night sky,
Brother Consolmagno said he realized, "it
didn't matter if they were (living in) remote

villages ... or students at the university or my
friends back in America, as human beings we
all have the same curiosity and the same de-
light because we didn't live by bread alone."

"The thing that makes us human is this
curiosity, this not being satisfied with the an-
swer," he said, and that is the key to doing
science.

A lot of scientists aren't churchgoers, he
said, "but all of us believe in truth" and "all of
us look for the joy in doing science," he said.

Brother Consolmagno said science is built
on the belief that the physical universe is not
a dream or an illusion but is real and can be
studied. This belief is compatible with his faith
in God, who "created the universe deliber-
ately, step by step in a logical way," saying
throughout the process, "It is good."

In fact, Genesis is not the science of crea-

tion but is the story of how "God deliberately
chooses to have entities like us who are self-
aware," he said. The high point of the story is
the seventh day — a day of rest and reflec-
tion, "when we can make the discoveries,"
ask the questions and enjoy the discussion.

He said what gives him faith in science,
confidence in a particular theory and a belief
he is on the "right track" are "the same tools
that we can apply to our faith in God."

For example, he said, people can admit they
have been wrong and realize there was more
going on than they realized; they can discover
one solution can be applied to a whole host of
problems and that these same solutions are
discovered over and over again or are suc-
cessful for many other people elsewhere.
"That gives me confidence that I am doing
something that's right."

A scientific theory also must be "elegant"
and "so gorgeous there's got to be truth in
here someplace," he said.

In the end, science or more specifically,
astronomy, is an open-ended, evolving con-
versation "among thinking, feeling, emotional
but rational people looking at the universe,
searching for understanding," beauty, joy and
the truth.

"And love and joy and truth are the mark-
ers of the presence of God," he said.

During the discussion segment of the pro-
gram, Andrzej Dragan, a physicist, artist and
atheist, told Brother Consolmagno that as a
quantum scientist he has no faith in science
"because science doesn't need my faith at all
because the fundamental principle of science
is to doubt" and question everything.

Mr. Dragan said St. Matthew had it right
when he suggested people judge something
by its fruits. "This is enough" because sci-
ence has shown "it is working," resulting in
"naked apes landing on the moon" and other
incredible things.

Brother Consolmagno said doubt is part of
faith.

"If you were certain, (then) you wouldn't
need the faith," he said. There is doubt, "but
we have a belief that we can resolve those
doubts and learn something more, that's the
faith that we need, and I'm not even talking
about a faith in God, I'm talking about a faith
in the process."

And, he said, if people were to judge wor-
thiness only by its fruits, the case could eas-
ily be made that the technological fruits of
pollution, horrific weapons and the atomic
bomb might justify not doing science at all.

(continued on page 9)

Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, astronomer and director of the Vatican Observatory,
right, participates in an online masterclass with Andrzej Dragan, a physicist and
artist, in this screen capture from the Pope Leadership YouTube channel, which
posted the class. (CNS photo/Pope Leadership YouTube channel)
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(continued from page 8)
This narrow vision based on functionality does not inspire people

"to look further nor allow us to appreciate the joy that we have when
we do look further," the Jesuit brother said.

Theoretical physicist Krzysztof Meissner agreed that faith is needed
in science; "we have to believe there are laws in physics" at work
"behind everything we can see."

"You wake up in the morning and you know that the sun will be
there, that you can walk because the laws of physics didn't change,
our existence is based on this faith that the laws of physics are uni-
versal in time and in space," Mr. Meissner said.§

Faith and science

Freedom comes from serving others, pope says at audience
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis had a special guest help him illus-
trate the meaning of Christian freedom: a young boy wandered onto
the stage during the pope's general audience and made himself at
home.

At his audience October 20, the pope was continuing his series of
talks on St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians and planned to reflect on the
freedom that comes from serving and loving others.

As the Bible passage was being read, 10-year-old Paolo walked
onto the stage and right up to Pope Francis, who shook his hand.

A papal aide offered Paolo a seat next to the pope, which elicited
applause from the crowd, and from the little boy. But he did not stay
seated long; after clasping the pope's hands again, Paolo pointed with
amazement at the pope's zucchetto. Moments later, the young boy
could be seen happily bounding down the steps, returning to his mother
wearing a brand new zucchetto on his head.

Departing from his prepared remarks, Pope Francis said the boy's
courage reminded him of "what Christ says about the spontaneity and
the freedom of children."

"Jesus tells us, 'If you do not become like children, you will not
enter the kingdom of God.' It is the courage to be close to the Lord,
to be open to the Lord, to not be afraid of the Lord. I thank this child
for giving this lesson to all of us," the pope said.

"There is no freedom without love," Pope Francis said. "The selfish
freedom of doing what I want is not freedom because it comes back
to yourself, it isn't fruitful."

"It is Christ's love that has freed us, and again it is love that frees us
from the worst slavery, that of the self; therefore, freedom grows
with love," he said.

The freedom St. Paul writes about does not imply "a libertine way
of living, according to the flesh or following instinct, individual de-
sires or one's own selfish impulses," the pope said. Rather, the apostle
speaks of a freedom that is "fully expressed in love."

"It is the love that shines out in gratuitous service, modeled on that
of Jesus, who washes the feet of his disciples and says, 'I have given
you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you;' to
serve one another," the pope said.

St. Paul, the pope continued, also warns about viewing freedom as
"doing what you want and what you like" which only leads to the
realization "that we are left with a great emptiness inside and that we
have used badly the treasure of our freedom."

Pope Francis said Christians need to "rediscover the communitarian,
not individualistic, dimension of freedom," especially in the wake of

the coronavirus pandemic.
"The pandemic has taught us that we need each other, but it is not

enough to know this," he said. "We need to choose it in a tangible way
every day. Let us say and believe that others are not an obstacle to my
freedom, but rather the possibility to fully realize it because our free-
dom is born from God's love and grows in charity."§

'What is love?' pope, other
elders share stories for Netflix
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

ROME — Pope Francis, Martin Scorsese, Jane Goodall and a group
of less famous "over 70s" talk to young filmmakers about love in the
first episode of a four-part documentary available worldwide on Netflix
on Christmas Day.

The episode Love, part of the series Stories of a Generation, pre-
miered at the Rome Film Festival October 21.

The documentary is based on Sharing the Wisdom of Time, a book
in which Pope Francis called for creating "an alliance between the
young and old people" by sharing their stories.

Published by Chicago-based Loyola Press in 2018, the book fea-
tured an introduction by Pope Francis, the stories of 30 older people
and reflections by a handful of younger people on "What I learned
from an elder."

Simona Ercolani, director and producer of the Netflix series, told
reporters October 21 that she started working on the project after
reading the book, and then the COVID-19 pandemic struck, hitting
Italy early and devastating its elderly population.

The idea to make the series "became urgent because every day we
had a bulletin of deaths," she said. "We spoke with Netflix, which also
felt the urgency of collecting the stories of people, who at that mo-
ment were more fragile. They liked this idea of a dialogue between
generations — filmmakers under 30 and contributors over 70."

"The stories are extraordinary in their normality, because everyone,
including Pope Francis, put themselves in a position of relating (to the
filmmaker) not just as a grandchild, but human being to human be-
ing," she said.

Giovanni Bossetti, nonfiction manager for Netflix Italy, told report-
ers that the streaming service is all about sharing stories, so "besides
the incredible access to the Holy Father" that Ms. Ercolani had, the
series gave Netflix an opportunity "to tell stories that are completely
different and that touch themes that are central" to the life of every
person.

Eighteen elders from five continents and speaking four different
languages appear in the series' four episodes: Love, Dreams, Struggle
and Work.

Pope Francis' commentary on the four themes and reflections from
his own life appear in each episode.

While the series is not "didactic" at all, Mr. Bossetti said, the elders
share important, universal values with the young filmmakers and the
viewing audience.

For the Netflix series, Jesuit Father Antonio Spadaro, editor of La
Civiltà Cattolica interviewed Pope Francis while young filmmakers
interviewed the other elders. Francesca Scorsese, 21, interviewed
her father, the director and producer, Martin Scorsese.

(continued on page 10)
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(continued from page 9)
Fr. Spadaro told reporters that Pope Francis agreed to participate in

the series on the condition that he would not be "the star" of the
project but would simply enter into the conversation like the other
elders interviewed, "talking about himself and his personal experi-
ences."

"The stars are the people the pope likes to refer to as 'the saints next
door,'" he said. "They are normal people who are the heroes of daily
life."

"What is love?" Fr. Spadaro asked Pope Francis.
That, the pope responded at first, would be like asking, "What is

air?"
"You can say love is a feeling," or a series of electrical impulses or

something akin to magnetic fields drawing together, he said. But one
thing is certain: "Gratuity is key. Love is free or it is not love."

Tango, his grandmother Rosa, helping others and the importance
of dreaming of a better world all come up in the papal conversation.

Speaking via Zoom, Jane Goodall, the primatologist and anthro-
pologist, told reporters at the Rome news conference that the film,
like her Roots & Shoots program for young people, can sow much
needed hope by bringing elders and young people together.

"To bring the wisdom of the elders alongside the passion of the
youth is what it is going to take to change the world," Mr. Goodall
said.§

Elders share stories for Netflix

By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Four years after Pope Francis modified canon
law to emphasize the responsibility of bishops' conferences for judg-
ing the accuracy and suitability of liturgical translations and adapta-
tions, the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments pub-
lished an executive decree formalizing the new process.

"At the heart of this change is the desire to draw the people of God
to the liturgy and the liturgy to the people of God," Archbishop Arthur
Roche, prefect of the congregation, told Vatican News October 22.

The goal, he said, is to promote the liturgical life of the Latin-rite
church "in a climate of collaboration and dialogue," placing the con-
gregation at the service of the bishops in fulfilling their responsibili-
ties.

Archbishop Roche was appointed prefect of the congregation
in May, succeeding Cardinal Robert Sarah, who was head of the
office in 2017 when Pope Francis promulgated Magnum
Principium (The Great Principle), changing in canon law the proc-
ess for approving liturgical texts. In general, translations adopted
by a bishops' conference now require "confirmation" by the con-
gregation rather than the more rigorously studied "recognition."

In a letter the pope sent to Cardinal Sarah two months after order-
ing the change, he said the Vatican is not to "impose" a specific litur-
gical translation on bishops' conferences, but rather is called to rec-
ognize the bishops' authority and expertise in determining the best
way to faithfully translate Latin texts into their local languages.

Vatican formalizes process for approving liturgical translations
Pope Francis said in the same letter that the changes to canon

law take precedence over the norms for translation contained in
Liturgiam Authenticam, a 2001 instruction from the congrega-
tion. "One can no longer hold that translations must conform in
every point to the norms of Liturgiam Authenticam as was done
in the past," the pope wrote.

The revised canon 838 requires bishops' conferences to "faithfully
prepare versions of the liturgical books in vernacular languages."

The decree issued by the congregation October 22 said, "The
adverb 'faithfully' implies a threefold fidelity: firstly, to the original
text, secondly to the particular language into which it is translated
and finally to the comprehension of the text by the addressees
who are introduced to the vocabulary of biblical revelation and
liturgical tradition."

It also quoted Pope Francis' 2017 instruction: "While fidelity
cannot always be judged by individual words but must be sought
in the context of the whole communicative act and according to
its literary genre, nevertheless some particular terms must also be
considered in the context of the entire Catholic faith because each
translation of texts must be congruent with sound doctrine."

The new document, urging attention to the way local languages
are actually spoken and are evolving, seemed to open the way to
wider use in English translations of inclusive language, such as
"people" or "men and women" instead of "men," and to transla-
tions which may not be word-for-word, but still convey the teach-
ing of the church.

However, it said, "The adoption of vernacular languages in the
liturgy must, among other things, take into account that the funda-
mental criterion is the participation of the people in the liturgical cel-
ebrations and not other types of considerations, such as social issues
or issues related to identity." §(continued from page 3)

emphasis on the importance of silence, particularly after Holy Com-
munion; allowing people to kneel and pray after reception of Holy
Communion and  a cross on the altar for personal reflection during
mass.

Fr. Melanson indicated that in general, the text changes will be less
noticeable than those in English.

“The GIRM [General Instruction of the Roman Missal] changes
have essentially the same tone as the English translation with empha-
sis placed on reverence, silence, sticking to the letter of the prayer
texts, and communicating clearly by our actions that the mass is
directed to God,” he said.

As far as timing for implementing the new changes, Fr. Melanson
said that a delay in the printing of the new translation in Bayard Press’
“Prions en Église” booklets — used by most francophone parishes
— means that many priests will wait until these become available
before using the new translation in their parishes. This is not expected
to happen until at least January.

Nevertheless, he noted that priests were “strongly encouraged to
by Bishop Jodoin to implement the new translation for the First Sun-
day of Advent of this year. However with the delay in printing, it is
likely to make for a staggered implementation with some parishes
choosing to use the old texts until early 2022.”

Fr. Melanson said he plans to make use of the new missal as of the
First Sunday of Advent this year.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com.§

New French translation
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OBITUARIES

WALLACE, ROBERT (Bobby) EDWARD — Robert (Bobby)
Edward Wallace, 84, of Saint Lazare, Quebec and formerly of 319
Colin Avenue, Saint John, New Brunswick, the husband of the
late Christena (Smith) Wallace, occurred after a brief stay at the
Palliative Care Residence in Hudson Quebec on Saturday, October
16, 2021. Bob was born February 17, 1937, in Saint John the son
of the late William and Ethel (Duffy) Wallace. He is survived by
his loving daughters Tammy (Brad) Wallace of Saint Lazare, Que-
bec, Ann Marie (Junior) Allen of Penniac, NB and Mary Louise
(Leonard) Hayes of Saint John, NB; one sister, Joan (John) Rempel
of Victoria, BC; six grandchildren, eight great grandchildren, two
great-great grandchildren, several nieces, and nephews.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at
Holy Redeemer Parish (St. Pius X), Saint John. Interment fol-
lowed in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Saint John.§

Church's social teaching needed to combat greed, injustice, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHI ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — With many people around the world facing
exclusion and inequality, the social teaching of the Catholic Church
can inspire new economic systems that are more "people-cen-
tred," Pope Francis said.

Christians must not "remain indifferent" to those affected by an
"economic system that continues to discard people's lives in the
name of the god of money, fostering greed and destructive atti-
tudes toward the resources of the earth and fueling various forms
of injustice," the pope said October 23.

"Our response to injustice and exploitation must be more than
mere condemnation," he said. "First and foremost, it must be the
active promotion of good: condemnation of what is wrong, yet
promotion of what is good."

The pope addressed participants of an international conference
sponsored by the Centesimus Annus Pro Pontifice Foundation.
The two-day conference reflected on "Solidarity, Cooperation and
Responsibility: The antidotes to fight injustices, inequalities and
exclusions."

Established in 1993, the foundation seeks to promote the teach-
ing of St. John Paul II's 1991 encyclical on social and economic
justice.

Pope Francis praised the foundation for its "commitment to fi-
nancing study and research by young people on new models of
economic and social development inspired by the church's social
doctrine."

"This is important and greatly needed: in soil contaminated by
the predominance of finance, we need to sow many small seeds
that can bear fruit in an economy that is equitable and beneficial,
humane and people-centred. We need possibilities able to become
realities, and realities able to offer hope. This means putting into
practice the social teaching of the church," he said.

Reflecting on the conference's theme, the pope said that soli-
darity, cooperation and responsibility represent the "three pillars
of the church's social teaching," which places the human person
at the centre of "the social, economic and political order."

Rather than an individualistic world view, the church's teaching
is based on the word of God that "seeks to promote integral hu-
man development on the basis of our faith in the God who became
man."

"In every sphere of life, today more than ever, we are bound to
witness our concern for others, to think not only of ourselves,
and to commit ourselves freely to the development of a more just
and equitable society where forms of selfishness and partisan in-
terests do not prevail," the pope said.

Pope Francis said Christians must be inspired by the teachings
of Jesus and care for others with a "love that transcends borders
and limits," giving witness that "it is possible to pass beyond the
walls of selfishness and personal and national interest."

"We can be 'brothers and sisters all,' and so we can and must
think and work as 'brothers and sisters of all,'" he said. "This may
seem to be an unrealistic utopia. But we prefer to believe that it is
a dream that can come true. For it is the dream of the triune God.
With his help, it is a dream that can begin to become reality, also in
our world." §

(continued from page 6)
grave one at that, to seek the truth and to adhere to it once it is
known. As Cardinal John Henry Newman, that outstanding defender
of the rights of conscience, forcefully put it: ‘Conscience has rights
because it has duties’.”

This is an argument for respect for each person in his or her jour-
ney to truth, for the grave moral obligation to seek the fullness of
truth in the formation of conscience, and for the obligation to act
accordingly.

Although there is objective truth, not everyone will come to the
same decision, since each of us is unique, and the long-term conse-
quences of vaccination and answers to other disputed medical and
scientific questions are complex and not fully known to any of us.

Let us all respect one another and the conscience rights of others,
having regard to the common good in all of its transcendent fullness.

The original long version of this article can be read at The B.C.
Catholic, bccatholic.ca/voices/david-j-klassen/.

David Klassen practised law in Vancouver for 15 years and taught
philosophy at Corpus Christi College, St. Mark’s College, and Catholic
Pacific College. §

Opposite conclusions on vaccines
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Parish honours St. Francis of Assisi with blessing of pets
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

GRAND BAY-WESTFIELD — Pets play an important role in
the life of those who love them.

They are often seen as members of the family, providing sup-
port, emotional healing, and unconditional love. In this way they
become vehicles of Jesus’ mercy.

St. Francis’ love of animals was well documented, as he was
known to preach to the birds and to be a friend to wild creatures.
Franciscanmedia.org tells the story of the wolf of Gubbio, that
was terrorizing the people of the town until St. Francis intervened.

“Then Francis called out to the creature: “Come to me, Brother
Wolf. In the name of Christ, I order you not to hurt anyone.” At
that moment the wolf lowered its head and lay down at Francis’
feet, meek as a lamb.” (https://www.franciscanmedia.org/st-
anthony-messenger/october-2017/st-francis-and-the-animals).

On October 2, ahead of the feast of St. Francis of Assisi (which
is officially observed on October 4), Holy Spirit Parish in Saint
John honoured this great saint, and lover of animals, with its first

SAINT JOHN — Father David
Martin blesses Bennay as part
of Holy Spirit Parish’s blessing
of pets October 2 in honour of
St. Francis of Assisi. The
blessing of parishioners pets
took place at both worship
sites, St. Rose of Lima in Saint
John and St. Matthew’s in
Grand Bay-Westfield. (Natasha
Mazerolle photo)

GRAND BAY-WESTFIELD — Holy Spirit Parish held its first
blessing of pets October 2 in honour of St. Francis of Assisi.
Father David Martin blesses Pip, held by owners, the Goddards
at St. Matthew’s in Grand Bay-Westfield.  (Natasha Mazerolle
photo)

ever blessing of pets.
In many parts of the world, St. Francis’ feast day is designated

to bless animals such as family pets.
On October 2, 2021, at both worship sites of Holy Spirit Parish,

St. Matthew’s in Grand Bay-Westfield and St. Rose of Lima in
Saint John, Father David Martin, pastor of the parish blessed a
total of 10 dogs and one cat.

Parishioners remained outside the church where Fr. Martin could
approach each pet individually and give them a blessing. By all
accounts owners and pets alike were delighted with this ritual,
which is a fitting way to honour the saint of Assisi.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com.§

October 31, 2021
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Deuteronomy 6.2-6
Hear, O Israel: You shall love the Lord your God

with all your heart.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 18.1-2, 3+6b, 46+50ab (R. 1)
R. I love you, O Lord, my strength.

Second Reading:   Hebrews 7.23-28
Jesus holds his priesthood permanently,

because he continues forever.

Gospel: Mark 12.28-34
This is the first commandment. And a second is like it.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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